TO THE RED ERS. 


Ou ſhall haue here, gentill re- 
dero, a (mall dialoge betwene 
5 the Lawycre ⁊ Diuinc: whers 
nin u there lacke ſuche eloquen⸗ 
cc, ſuche dꝛyſte of argumentes and con- 
ucyance of reaſons,as parauenture ware 
requiſite, and as ye ſhall deſyre : yet we 
ſhall moſte entierly pray you, that where 
we be nat ſufficient to ſupplye the ſame, 
to content your ſelſe with tio our rude- 
neſſe, declarynge the pure truthe alone : 
 whiche you ſhall be right ſure to fynde in 
this pooꝛe treatyſe . Fort here haue you 
no newe allegatyon of mans inuention 02 
imaginatiò : but oncly taken of the ſcrip- 
ture of god, of the counſels and oꝛdinan- 
ces of the churche vmuerſall, of mooſte 
auncient popes and other holy doctours 
w:yttingcs, with the factes and autho⸗ 
— of bleſſed men _— , 1 
Way oꝛ wieſtynge of any of t : 
— of whome and of none other 


J am ſure you will ſay it is to be 1 
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TO THE 


fo: a moſt aſſured truthe. Prayenge you 
moſt benigne reders that thoſome wolde 
ſaye that they be nat truely alleged, ra- 
ther to gyuc credence to ſo many appꝛo- 
ved yniuerſities whiche affirme our alle- 
gations to be truc: than to the aſſcuera- 
tion of any other, ſpecially of ſome fewe 
affectionate perſones, whiche do 02 may 
cndcuour to denye the ſame . And nowe 
therfoꝛe to tell you the very truthe, this 
ſame is the grounded cauſe why this ly- 
tell woꝛke beareth his name, whiche to 
the Slaſſe of truthe. For it is plainly the 
ſame clere glaſſe, within the whiche ye 
ſhall ſce and beholde ( if ye loke well and 
leyſurcly init) the playne truthe of our 
mooſte noble and louinge pꝛincis cauſe: 
whiche by vnmcte and vnkynde hande- 
lunge hathe hytherto had ſo oucrlonge 9 
ſtaye. The whiche doutleſſe if we well 
conſidre, is moche mote our hynderance 
than his. Fo: his lacke of heyzces male is 
a diſplcaſurce to him but for his life tyme: 
as lackinge that w hiche naturally is de- 
ſyꝛed of all men to haue childerne . But 
our lacke ſhall be permanent ſo longe 4s 


the woꝛldc laſteth: exccpte that god — 
vide, 


vide. Fort] 20 we haue a female heyꝛe, 
rue ⁊ grace ui many doores 

yet ij a male might be atteyned it coat 
moch moe ſiire, it we well c and 


f 
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be forſene, that if the female heyꝛe, hall, 


chaunce to ru le, ſhe can nat cõtinue longe 
without an q; uſ bande. hiche by goddes 
lawe, muſte t han be her goucrnour and 
hced, and ſo finally ſhall directe this re- 
alme. But who that ſhulde be, with the 
contentement of the ſubiectes, me thin- 
keth, it were harde to cxcogitate . For 
pꝛoximitie of Llode, is to great a lette to 
ſome, otherwile mete ſoꝛ that purpoſc, 
except we wol de be ſo beeſtly to put our 


necke eſtſoncs in the ſnare of this erro- 


nous ted crrour, whiche 1s, and 
hathe ben alwoyes deteſted by the moite 
parte of all the famous clerkes of chꝛiſten 
dome. The puniſſhemerit whereof, were 
to terrible to be ſuffered, and alſo to ab- 
homunable to be harde of, emonges chꝛi- 
ſten folke . On thorher ſide, to other 
Pay as + gr Paſeo 
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TO THE 
make the ſupcriours to vo, o uer whome, 
we dlayme ſuperioꝛitie, ſeynę e the manne 
muſt rule the woman. Othei s outwerde 
meteperſonages our ſklende r wittcs can 
nat comp:chende. And as to uchinge any 
mariage within this realme, we thinke, it 
were harde to deuiſe any condigne and 
able perſon, ſoꝛ ſo highe an enterpriſe, 
moche harder, to finde onc,v-ith whome 
the holle realme wolde ⁊̃ couldec be con- 
tented to haue him ruler and gouernour. 
Wherfoꝛc we thinke the eſtablyſſhement 
of titles is nat ſo ſurcly rooted not yct 
ſo entierlye mainteyned by the female 
as by male. Yohiche well conſydered 
ſyns the vnion of all titles do remayne 
and be collocate in him onely, we oughte 
of duetie if oure wittes may thereto cx- 
tende) to cxcogitate all wayes to vs poſ- 
ſible, ho we we might attey tic the ſuccels 
ſton of heyꝛes male. And that way ones 
founde, creneſtly with cclcr1te to putte in 
vꝛe: in no wiſe ſufferinge this way ghtie ⁊ 
vrgent cauſe to be lenger viſferred oꝛ de- 
layed, by thoſe whiche do but vſurpe to 
them ſelfes an honoure and vayne gloꝛy 


contrary to many generall counſels and 
they: 


REDERS. 
their owne la 2 mote pla 
ell treatiſe of truth. 


ſhall u 
Fo — to an auncyent pꝛo- 
uerbe, To — — pd ol moch 
daungere, we might be moche indemny- 
— hyndcred. Farthermoze you 
in this Slaſſe ſce, howe that nowe 
it ought to be oꝛdred after our ſimple iu- 
gementes: ſo to haue a good and perfitte 
ende, moſte ſoꝛ his honour and quictyng 
of conſcienct, fot oure great welthe & fo: 
the pꝛoſperite of this his noble realme . 
And nowe this ſame is the truth,of whi- 
che ſcripture ſaieth · That great is the 
truth, of ſtrength and power of boue all: 
with it there io none iniquite, none ylle 
dealynge, none obſtinate and frowarde 
bablynge, no malicious backebytynge, 
no ſclaundcrous and factious cnfoꝛſinge. 
This is the ſole truth lefte vntill her ſcife. 
Without all vayne oſtentation, without 
inucntinge 02 boꝛowynge of ydell titles 
and inſcriptions , withoute colourynge 
diſſemblynge, pretenſe and all outwarcle 
paintynge. ye ſhall fſynde here the mere 
truthe (as we truſte) withoute all ma- 


ugnyng, ray liug geſtyng and r- 
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TO THE RETIERS, 
of them, that of truthe no ſuche haue de- 
lerued : the whiche it may be your lotte 
to ſee and here ſome Heri: els. Moche 
more we might induce to ſ ette forthe and 
adourne this Slaſle of truth befoze you, 
ſauc that rhe pꝛoceſſe folowyng ſhall ſufe 
ficiently and moche better pertourme the 
ſame, to the which I hooly remitte you: 
tuermoꝛe mooſte hartely pꝛayenge you 
godly myldly ⁊ without all vi atfection 
to empꝛynte well in youre hartes this 
mere and iy ncert truthe, and ſo to folowe 
u that you may do a thinge acceptable to 

the plcaſure of almyghtie god, and 
contentarion of our ſouerayne 
and pꝛince. And thus 


tare ye well in 
god los 
uing 
b:orhe rncs 
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el y 
LEY wyſc the playne way moſte 
ſure, to trye all maner of truth by. THE 
DIVINE. I thinke that it be true,whi- 
che you ſpeke : but you ſpeke ſo obſcu- 
rdy, that I wotte nere what you meane 
therby. I you meane it by the ymita- 
tion of » Whiche beareth wytneſſe 
of h im ſelſe, ſayeng J am the ryght way, 
ou true way, and I am the perſyt 
yfe: thanne are you inthe right. And if 
you meane the playne waye to be moſte 
ſure, bycauſe that Chꝛiſte ſaieth; he is the 
doꝛe by whiche we muſte entre in this 
youre ſayenge canne nat be amended . 
wherynto god him ſelſe cxhorteth vs al- 
ſo by his pꝛophete, ſayeng ye chꝛiſten me 
ae PEI ght. THE LAVYER, 
The better foz my — the cauſe 
why I ſpcke it, is fo: the great weightyc 
ch:iſtendome : concernynge the 
kynges ſeperation fro the quene . It is 
toſſed and tourned ouer thc hyc moun⸗ 


tayncs,laboured and ycred at Rome, 
B from 
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The dance- from iudge to iudge, without certayne 


ronus and vn 
mete band Co 
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rightful 


canſe. 


That the 
canſe onabe 
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Howe ſome 
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ende oꝛ eftecte : beinge very perillous for 
his hy ghneſſe, and moche moꝛe daunge- 
rous (if god helpe not) foꝛ vs his pooꝛe 
and louinge ſubiectes . Whiche if it had 
ben oꝛdeined in the right and due cours, 
that is to ſaye within the realme, and ſo 
by the metropolitane examined and diſ- 
cuſſed, as lawe ⁊ reaſon wolde it ſhulde 
haue ben, there had enſued in this ryght - 
way oꝛ this tyme an honotable ende and 
purpole : to the great welthe of this re- 
alme and quictnes of chuſtendome. The 
lettars wherof what (o cuer they be, me 
thinketh ought to be deteſted of al good 
englyſſhe people and fubiccrtes. THE 
DIVINE. One of thc chieſe lettars is 
and hathe be the lawycrs opinton : hi- 
che wolde attribute to the pope the heed 
of they: lawe al maner ol power. wherby 
beinge well delcante (as they can well y- 
noughc) at lengthe ſhall be no lawe, but 
oncly his wyll. Fo: and if he myght dil- 
pence with goddes lawe, and all other, 
and oꝛdren them as he wyll (as lawyers 
ſay that he may) than what foly were it 
to oblcrue goddis lawe 02 any other, but 

oncly 


_ A DIALOGE., 
only inveſtigate and ſerche to knowe the 
popes wyll in eucry thynge, and that to 
tolowe accoꝛdyngly ? whiche ones attey- 
ned were the lawyers hoole glory . For 
who ſhulde be ſette by thanne but onely 
lawyers/ bycauſc they extolle his autho- 
ryticſohye? THE LAVYERE. you 
enſcrch and folowe the frenche pꝛouerbe 
to moche. THE DIVINE. Whiche is 
that? THE LAVT ER. Who ſer- 
cheth fyndeth . Foz ſurely if without af- 
fection we ſhulde ſpcke, we lawyeres at- 
tribute to moche àuthoꝛitie both to our 
maiſter ⁊ to our ſelſes allo. THE DI- 
VINE, g haue harde verely fewe of 
your ſecte ſo 22 confeſſe the truthe. 
Neuertheleſſe it is to my great comfo:te 
to rem bꝛe that it is my toztune to mete 
with ſo ſyncere a man beinge (as J truſt) 
ſo entierly my frende : whiche is dedicate 
to truthe and not to pꝛofeſſyon. THE 
LAVYE R. J wotte what J ſhulde do, 
but ] wotte nere what frailtie wyll lette 
me do. THE DIVINE. If wyll be 
purely good / the olde pꝛouerbe ſhall fo- 
lowe. Nihil difficile uolenti, God wyll ayde 
the wel willer alway, THE LAVYER. 
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A DIALO GdkE. 

That beinge true, and bycauſe vou haue 
ſome thynge touched vs lawyers : you 
gyue me boldneſſe — to com- 
mune with you, and aſke of you, if dy- 
uines be nat partly to blame as well as 
we: that this great cauſe goeth no better 
foꝛ warde. THE DIVINE. All I can 
nat excuſe. For ſome of vs be as heedy 
as you: and yet our lernynge leadeth vs 
nat to it: as yourcs dothe you. Foꝛ we 
ſhulde onely regarde the maker of all 
lawes and the mere truthe : and nat va- 
nitics of this woꝛlde, no: eke affections. 
THE LAVYER. ye ſaye wel frende. 
That wolde to our loꝛde the lerned men 
of the woꝛlde moſtd ſpccially of this re- 
alme wolde folowe this lefon, and vſe it 
in dede. Foꝛ as I perceyue here, ſome 
of them folowe moe affections and re- 
ſpectes: than goddes woꝛde onely and 
truthe. THE DIVINE. Who taught 

you | pꝛaxe you to hytte ſo-trucly the 

4 1yle on the heed? I thynkein dede that 
if woꝛldlyneſſe were nat loked fort, there 
wolde mo agree to the truthe than hy- 
therto hath : though there be a meruay- 
lous great nombre that hath agreed — 

to d 


A DIALOGE. 
to al redy in dede. THE LAVYERE. 
That woꝛldly reſpectes maye happe to 
fayle truſteth therto: ⁊ where 
be they than ! Me thinketh farthermoꝛe 
4 foly in to auenture ypon ſo 
endre a groũde both ſoule and body. 
THE DIVINE. Truthe ye ſay, wher 
of is great pitie, that lerned men ſpccial- 
ly, regarde not more the woꝛlde to come 
than the woꝛlde preſent: and that they 
vnite not them ſelfe in opinion. Whiche 
thing ſhewerh a great lacke of grace, and 
an o addiction to p:yuate ap- 
petites, mixed with to moche heedyneſſe 
and obſtinacy . And yet there is but one 
truth in this matter. THE LAVYER. 
I meruayle than, why many thus call 
this matter diſputable, ſeinge that there 
19 but one therein: and why that 
truthe is not imbꝛaced and opely ſhewed 
by all lerned men. THE DIVINE, As 
to the fyꝛſt, though ſome call it ſo, J ſc no 
— they ſhulde ſaye ſo: excepte 
they ſay, that nothing is taken fo: 
truthe in this woꝛlde . Foꝛ J do eſteme, 
that there be fewe articles of our faythe, 


the whiche be appꝛoued by mo auten- 
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A DIALO GE. 
tike authoꝛitico, mo pꝛouablc ye inuinci- 
ble reaſons / by moo laudable cuſtomes 
and vſages: than this cauſe is on the kin- 
ges ſyde . And ſyns it is ſo , me thyn- 
ket]} hit is nat diſputable as a doubte 
in lawe. As to the ſcconde I feare me 
that lacke of cxecutynge in dede of that 
whiche we pꝛoleſſe by mouthe, is a great 
lacke there vnto. Fort our lyues and re- 
ligyon be many tymes farre a ſondre, j 
pꝛayc our loꝛde amende hit, whanne hit 
ſhall be his pleaſure . But as to the 
ſyꝛſte, bycauſe I thynke hit nat diſpu- 
table, J ſhall declare you ſomme rea- 
ſons whiche do perſwade me to thynke 
ſo. THE LAVYER. Mary Jp:ay 
you lette vs here mo. Foꝛ one I haue 
herde al rcdy,whiche me thynketh very 
vehement. If the remenant folowe, J 
ſhall foꝛ my parte be meruailouſiy ſatis- 
fyved. THE DIVINE. Yyrſteitts to 
vnderſtande, that accoꝛdynge to the ſay- 
enge of the pꝛophet Dauyd. The woꝛde 
ot our loꝛde god is mooſte ſure and euer 
abydcth. Syns that ſo 1s inſallible, it 
muſt nedcs tolowe , that it , whiche he 


vtterly fozbyddeth in the negatiue, may 
no 


A DIALOGE. 
no wyſe be d. Thanne in this 
caſe, that io to ſaye. A man ought nat 
to mary his brothers wyſe: It is in the 
Negaty ue foꝛbodden , in the Leuityke 
bothe . xvii . and. xx. chapitres. And 
therfoze in no wyſe hit is to be attemp- 
ted / ſpecially with ys that be chzyſten 
people. THE LAVYERE. J 
thynke this hardde to be aſſoyled : ne- 
uerthe leſſe the lawe Deuteronomy ke ſe- 
meth to aſſoyle the ſame. THE D1- 
VINE. "Nay ſurely, if hit be well vn⸗ 
derſtande. Foz in the begynnynge that 
lawe ſemeth to pꝛopounc and lymytte 
certayue poyntes and circumſtaunces, 
without the whiche that lawe ware no 
lawe: as playnely by the texte hit ſelfe 
it dothe manifeſtly apperc. That is to 
ſaye, fy1iſte as whanne they dwclled to 
gether : the ſeconde whan he dyed with- 
out iſſue: the thy:de , to ſuſcytate the 
bzothers ſede : the. iy . that his fyꝛſte 
ſonne ſhulde be called by his b:others 
name: the ſyſte cauſe and grounde of 
that lawe was that the name within the 
Tryebe ſhulde nat be foꝛgotten noꝛ a- 
bꝛogate in Jirgell ; moſte ſpeciallye the 
B 4 try be 
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trybe of Judas, wherof it was ptophe- 
cyed that our loꝛde ſhulde come of. Ne- 
uertheleſſe to the intent that ye myghte 
well perceyue that this lawe was trulyer 
to be obſerued in the myſticall ſenſe/than 
in the litterall, and that mooſte ſpecially 
nove by vs chꝛiſten men: the ſmalnes of 
the payne whiche foloweth it, declareth 
it full well, as by the text folowynge you 
may well perceyue. And yet it is left alſo 
to the arbitrement of him that ſuccedeth 
to take 02 refuſe her at his plcaſure and 
will: ſufferynge a ryght ſmall and eaſy 
puniſſhement, as tofoꝛe: whiche is ly- 
mytte in the afozcſayd chapitre. And to 
ſhewe that it ſhuld nat be but in the miſti 
call ſenſe obſerued by vs chuſten men: 
nat litterally, ſaynt Auſten ſayeth thus, 
Eucry pꝛeacher of the woꝛde of god is 
bounde ſo to laboure in the goſpell, that 
he ſtyꝛe vp ſede to his brother departed, 
that is to Lhuſt,whiche dyed for ys:and 
the ſede ſo ſuſcytate muſt haue the name 
of him depted,that is of Thuſt: Wher⸗ 
vpon we be called Lhuſtians . So ther- 
ſoꝛe we plainly be nat boũde to and 
fulfylle this lawe carnally as by ly 

genes 
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generation after the afozeſayde ſigniſica- 


cion and of it: but ſpiritually 
in 8 truthe led. Doly J rein 
the ſelfe ſame maner ſayth as doth ſaynt 
Auſten . Saynte Ambroſe alſo ſayeth, 
that the ſentence hereof is taken myſti- 
cally . And as fo: any example, in whom 
this were fulfylled litterally, there hath 
ben none ſhewed-as he affirmeth. Nowe 
me thynketh therfoꝛe (tk ough we make 
the moſte we can of it) this lawe of Deu- 
teronomi was but a ſpeciall lawe, gyuen 
onely to the Jues: as ye may well per- 
ceyue by the aſoꝛeſayd circumſtances in 
the texte it ſelfe, ſeruynge onely for thoſe 
ed intentes: whyche amonge vs 
chꝛiſten men nother hathe noꝛ may be in 
any wiſe obſerued as taken oſ that lawe: 
but be clerely abrogate, anulled, and in 
no wyſe to be vſcd. Foz who nowe a 
dayes thinkerh him ſelfe bounde, to ſuſ- 
citate his brothers ſede: oꝛ to haue his 
ſonne called by his bꝛothers name ? O: 
who thinketh him ſelſe bounden nowe to 


the groundſell nd very ſoundacion of 


this lawe of Deuteronomy, whyche is 
here in * 
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the inherytaunces, and to ſuppoꝛte the 
names of the try bes in Iſracll onely ? 

And that rhis is the full intente and 
grounde of this lawe: it may be gathe- 
red very welle by the very texte of the 
ſame lawe: where it ſayeth. Whan b:0- 
therne dwelle together, and one of them 
dyeth withoute yſſuc oꝛ chyldcrne . 
Yohuhe makethe a playne argumente 
and ſure pꝛoſſe, that cxcepte he dyed 
withoutc yſſuc, his wyfe ſhulde in no 
wyſe marye the other. Thanne to haue 
yſſue fo: ſuſcitacion of ſede and continu- 
aunce of the brothers name in Jſracll 
(as it well appereth) is the cauſe of this 
lawe. Whiche alſo maketh it appere cui- 


dently, that this lawe io merely ceremo- 
mall, as that is inſtitute for certeyne peo- 


ple onely / for certeyne place and certeyne 
tyme. Fo: I am ſure no man wyll ſaye, 
that we oughte to marye fot that intente 
nowe a dayes. Zheſc thynges be ſo cut- 
dent and manifeſt,that me thinketh with 
out a man wyl not ſe, he muſt nedes per- 
ceyuc, that this lawe of Deuteronomye/ 
wherof we ſpcke nowe, was onely made 
foꝛ the Jcwes: and that we chulten = 


| L 0 3 E. 
ſeruitude and bon- 
unce of the ceremo- 
te that he wyll 
ſoꝛe to comme a- 


: 


_ Kayne, and ze vs chꝛiſten men to 
playe the ewes. Beſyde theſe 
pꝛoſes vppon che very texte, the mooſte 


parte of the auncient authoꝛs alſo do de- 
clare this lawe of the Deuteronomye to 
be abolytte. And that excepte bothe cir- 
cumſtaunces mn cuery parte and alſo the 
grounde were obſcrued: it coulde neuer 
haue ſerued. For they be ſo mixed to 
gether in pꝛecepte, that the one can not 
well ſtande without the other, and duely 
be kepte, as it oughte to be. Wherfoꝛe 
this Deuteronomyke lawe takethe no- 
thynge awaye my fozmare argumente, 
noꝛ yet aſſoyleth any parte therof. 

THE LAVYERE. By the feyth 
J owe to god, you ſpcke felly. THE 
DIVINE. Taye, I coulde ſpeake 
moche mote yet in declarynge of that 
lawe , were it not that I pzomyſed you 
to ſhewe you the reaſonnes, why that 
this matter is not diſputable. THE 
LAVIERE , I ptaye you, ſyns we be 
entred 
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entred in to this matter, lette ys have 

moe of it: to the intent we may trie our 

owne conſcience the better in it. THE 

DIVINE, Syns 

me coughe out all 

my mynde . The Deuteronomie lawe in 

this caſe coulde ylle quadrate 02 agree 

with the Leuiticall, cxcept the intent and 

circumſtaunces therof be well conſidered 
Qofe tbe ta as toſoꝛe . And alſo that this terme bꝛo- 
kyng of t6is ther in that place be well vnderſtade and 


wozde 8:0- cõſydered. THE LAVIERE. Why, 
ther, IJ p:ay youis there moꝛe miſtery of that 
woꝛde in the Deuteronomy, than in the 
Leuitike? THE DIVINE. yeforſoth, 
fo: in the Leuitike it can noꝛ may be take 


for other than foꝛ the very brother, the 
texte beinge iudge it ſelfe . But by the 
Deuteronomike, as many taketh it: is 
ment the nexte of the bloode after the de- 
grees ꝓhibite/though he be but kynſmi. 
And ſo it might ſtande with the Le- 
uiticall amongeſt the Jewes . The whi- 
che interpꝛetacion is well appꝛoued alſo 
by the playne hiſtoꝛy But theſe 
thinges be ſo hylye entreted in many o- 
ther woꝛkes and tretics, that it were __ 
2 


OGE. 
nmune any more of 
de nowe to rctourne 
die, Ito declare you 
1 ons. THE LAV. 
Theſe in dede haue ben moꝛe 
entreated on, than the matter which you 
Wherefoꝛe ſyns it is 
ure, I pꝛay you go forth with -· 
—— , enſure you ] haue nat harde ſo 
p20 that other matter declared 
in my lyfc, for ſo ſhozt ⁊ a bꝛiefe declara- 
tion. THE DIV1. J em glad though 
without my deſert, that this my decla- 
ration you ſo well. And nowe J 
hy pe mp of my minde. 
Firſte J eſteme the woꝛde of our loꝛde 
god aboue all thynges, that nother de- 
ceyueth not yet is deceyued: which ſaith 
thatno man ſhall take in maryage the 
wyfe of his brother . And ſecondely J 
noote, that he in the ſame chapitre com- 
maundeth this nat onely to the Jewes, 
but as well to all maner of people: ſaien 
theſe woꝛdes . you ſhal do none of theſe 
abhominations: nother you that be here 
borne dwellers of this countrey nother 


any ſtraungere, what ſo cucr he be, that 
com- 
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commeth cmonge you. Euery man that 
docth any one of theſe abhominations, 
ſhall peryſſhe fro the myddes of his pco- 
ple. By theſe woꝛdes ut may well * 
that god dothe nat pꝛohibite theſe offen- 
ces only to the Icwes, but alſo to al ma- 
ner of pcople. Fo: he ſayeth, cuery man 
who lo cuer he be that dothe any of theſe 
abhomimationo, ſhall peryſſhe . If god 
hym ſelfe had not vctermyned this lawe 
to be moꝛall, he wolde ncuer haue com- 
maunded it to all mancr of pcople. For 
tewe places there be ( as j thynke) in 
ſcripture (J may well tay) none, whiche 
be generally prohibite : that be nat alſo 
moꝛal. And it is moꝛcouer to be thought 
that god wolde nat ſo generally haue for 
bydden it, fo extremely pꝛohibite hit, ſo 
hoꝛribly to hauc deteſted it by his owne 
wo:dcs: callynge it in ſome place offence 
of his pꝛecept, in ſome contamination in 
ſome place a greuous fautc, an vngood- 
ly and vnlautul thyng; in ſome place ab- 
hommation, in ſome cxccration : etcepre 
theſe were moꝛall, and cxcepte hit were 
alſo his very wyll that folke ſhulde genes 
rally ſoꝛbere and deteſt them. EZ hee wor- 

des 
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des (as ſemerh me) be ſo fereful,ſo terri- 
ble and of chuſten people ſo to be ponde- 
red, that the weyght and greuoutnes of 
them, can ſcant, without great grace, be 
condignely nted oꝛ unpꝛeſſed in our 
hartes . whertoze me thinketh we ought 
all with mcke ſpirites to calle ſoꝛ grace, 
and ro endeuour our ſelſes by all wayes 
to atteyne the ſame: to thintent it might 
the moze habundantly flowe in ys, ⁊ not 
obſtinately oꝛ carnally to withſtande it, 
whan many tymes it is offcred vo. Fo: 
it is a great faute, and a great lacke of 
grace, whan men hath truthe offered to 
them: and they wyllfully to withſtande 
the fame. THE LAVTERE. In 
good faythe J ncuer marked this , no: 
yet vnderſtode ſo parſitely in my lyfe. 

Foꝛ ſurely it is meruaylouſly to be no- 
ted, and yet with moꝛe reucrence to be 
obſerued: in ſo moche that nowe me 
thynketh I perceyue a very ſhamefait- 
nes to entre into any ſuche acte / whiche 
cxcepte the acte were vnlauful, neded no- 
thyng. THE DIVINE. Nove ye be- 
gynne to ſele ſomewhat and to fynde the 
truth. For ſcripture in the ſame chaptre 
con- 


Verecundia 
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confirmeth your ſayenge, alleginge theſe 
is ſhame 


NF revela- woꝛdes. in 
bis turpitu- rhe vnclenneſſe of thy brothers wyſe. 
* Thou ſhalt not diſcouer it . Fot it is the 
turpicu vnclenneſſe of thy very brother . Dereby 
ofrarrs We may well perceyuc, that there is a vi- 
tui eſt. Le. 18. leneſſe, a contrarictie ro vertue hertin * 
Foꝛ els we neded not to be aſhamed of 
it. And I dothynke verely, that who ſo 
euer wolde maynteyne the other parte, 
5 Contrarium can not denye, — it is agaynſt ho- 
honeſto. neſtie, whiche is very vertue: but that it 
Tuuudo s of it ſelfe very vnclenneſſe: It is (as 
* J haue rchcrſed here by goddes owne 
woꝛdes) a ſoꝛe faute . It is contaming- 
cion, abhominacionyerecracton . Whcr- 
fore J meruaile, that chuſten men do not 
tremble to here it, and moche more feare 
not wittingly to do it, 02 guiſedly to con- 
timnue in it. For ſurely there can be no- 
Non ex ſri- thinge of the ſpirite of god: that can in- 
mary. duce man toit. If fo: carnall affections 
c woꝛldly policies men ſhulde perſwade 
it, howe moche that were to be deteſted 
by a man of pure and ſpncere conſcience ? 
I repoꝛte me to any man, that is induced 
with a pcrfight and playne garment of 
truthe. 
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+ That fo: any welthe of this 
w wolde bꝛeake oꝛ ſeeke colours to 
breake ſo hye 4 pꝛecepte of the maker 
of all woꝛldes . Wherſoꝛe theſe whiche 
we haue aſoꝛe reherſed, beynge ſo eui- 
dcntly declared by his owne mouthe, as 
the texte hat ſelſe dothe affirme it, whan 
hit ſaycth, I am your verye loꝛde, the 
whiche commandeth you this: me thin- 
keth that we chꝛiſten folke ought to iuge 
this cauſe nat diſputable, but all redye 
iudged by the Judge of all iudges. Und 
ſo manſullyc to withſtande in goddes 
quarelle the maynteyners and ſuppoꝛ- 
ters of the contrary: Seynge that ourc 
mayſter ſo extremely pꝛohybyteth and 
with ſuche abhommation deteſteth hit. 
Other thynges there be alto , whiche 
moucth me mcruaylouſly , to thynke 
that this 15 nat diſputable. And thole 
be thele- 
F):lte the auncient authors, the whi- 
che w:ytcth of hit. Wheru they in de⸗ 
teſtynge hit do ſhewe manifeſtly they: 
opimion and playnely gyue they2 iudge- 
ment in it. oꝛ uf it were good oꝛ hereat- 
ter might be good: they beyng ſo Weste, 
erne 
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vel 7 ſo hooly,wolde neuer fo greatly 
abhoꝛred hit. Secondly the counſels fo: 
the moſt parte (whiche ſpeaketh of hit) 
dothe vtterly dampne hit. Specially (as 
ſemeth me nowe) Lonſtance counſell, in 
diſappꝛouyng the opinions of Wycliſſe. 
Fo: that coũſell ſaieth, that who ſo euer 
be of that opinion that this pꝛohibition 
leuiticall, Let no man mary oꝛ otherwiſe 
take and vic his bꝛothers wyfe, with o⸗ 
ther there: be only pzohibitions made by 
man and nat by god, holdeth the ſame: 
they incontinentty to be cſtemed and ta- 
ken 40 very Darnemecs and mere hcrc- 
likes by the churchc. Farthermoꝛe that 
nonc, what fo cucr he be, ſhall dare other 
to pꝛeche to iechegto hold oz in any wile 
alledge any of Wy dliſſco articles : other 
ol the. Av. fy: dite condempned, 02 of the 
other. LL. h. articles: of the whiche this 
{ame atorc reherſed was one. Wherſoꝛe 
it may euidently appcre nowe, that this 
matter is nat diſputable, but all redyec 
iudged and concluded: (yn hit is deter- 
my ned, that he ſhall be taken foꝛ a very 
herety ke that holdetꝶ oꝛ vpholdyng dil- 
puteth the contrary, The thirde is, 7 

the 
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the hoole conſent of all the indifferente ee 

vniucrſitico of chꝛiſtendome doth plainly purines. 

determyne and conſent, that this pꝛohi- 

bution Leuincall is nat onely 4 thynge 

pꝛohibite by thelawes of god ⁊ nature: 

but alſo that it is a ſquare and very rule, 

by the whiche chaiten men oughte to be 

oꝛdred ⁊ lyuc by. Syn they take it thus, 

that is to ſay: that this is a pꝛecepte and 

a direction, by whiche we chꝛiſten menne 

ought to y uc by, and t he lawe Deutcro- 

nomyke a thinge ccremontall, whiche 1s 

abolytte: I meruaile that ſolke be nat a 

ſhamed to calle this matter diſputable 

oꝛ to holde agaynit hit. Moch moꝛc J 

wondre hat groũde they haue, oꝛ wold 

foꝛdge the contrary of this matter vpon: 

ſeing that ſirſt it io as me thinketh)all re 

dy iudged by goddes owne woꝛd ij by ge⸗ 

ncrall counſclo, by the hole conſente ot al 

indifferent vmuerſitics of chꝛiſtendome; 

ye and by a great noumbꝛe of other lei- 

ned men: w hoſe ſcales and handes be re- 

dy to be ſhewed . It is alſo cmonge ys 

chꝛiſten men impꝛinted in our hartes in 

mancr (as who wolde ſay) from onc to a per minus 

nother, fro the father to ſonne, to deteſte tralinonem 
C 2 hit, 
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hit. And doutleſſe cmonge good folke it 

hath bene and is in mancre ſo abhorred, 

that ſcarſely they can finde in they: ꝑar⸗ 

tes to here ſpeake of hit. So than that J 

take it an hoole acceptation of the chur- 

This truth ae Ne of chꝛiſtendome, ſyn the beginning of 
 cepred fro the the fayth. Wherſoꝛe any mote to doubte 
Ears by» Of hit, 02 to calle hit diſputable, and nat 
rs. to repute hit as alredy waged . I ſce no 
grounde why, and thinke it dampnable. 

Alas, me thynketh that lerned men hol- 

dinge agaynite this opinton , tho they 

ſemc to be of the churche : they be not in 

dedc. For they holde an opinion contra- 

rye to the opinion accepted by the hole 

churche. NY nexloꝛe theſe word of ſcrip- 

ture mayc well be laved agceynitce them , 

Ow nan en where Lghziſte ſayeth. Who fo that is 
eeum con nat on my ſyde, is on the ſyde agaynſte 
i me e. me. So that by theſe woꝛdes veriſyed in 
Mach. 12. them, hit well appereth that they be nat 
of Chꝛiſtes churche. Farthermoꝛe I am 

ſure that ſome of them wyll ſaye there 

be dy uers caſes gereſies: whiche I dare 

boldly ſay haue nat ſuche grounde and 

ſundation in truthe: nother of ſcripturc, 

noꝛ of good authouro, ne yct of = 

ry 
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rall counſels, noſhcr haue benne accep- 
ted by the due dre, whiche commeth 
frome one to an other as thts hathe : 
wyllynge the lay fce to belcue them in 
theſe matters ,,and yct wyll nat they 
gyuc place them ſelfe to this matter: lo 
hyghlye pꝛoued und by ſo many wayes 
determyncd. Who can belcue them 
in they: perſwaſions: whanne they bc- 
leue nat noz gyte place to the truthe ? 
Nat callynge truthe that, whichc fan- 
taſyc iudgeth truthe : but that , why - 
che is apptoucd truthe. Zherfoze me 
thynketh they ſclaundre forte the chur- 
che, oꝛ cls moche them ſclfes . As who 
wolde ſaye there were no truthe therc- 
in : whanne they ſo ſheweth them ſelfe 
of contrarye opinions. Foꝛ if there bc 
a truthe (as good men thynke that there 
io) it oughte vmucrſally to be taken, to 
be pꝛeched and taught tor a truthe . Fo: 
all doctrine inſpired by god, is good and 
holſome to be tqughtc, as ſaycth ſaynt 
Poule) and nat by ſiniſtre affectyons 
to be hydde hyndred and dctracted , 
lyke as therein ſome do. Wherfoꝛe to 
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to a concoꝛde and to one aſſent: I thinke 
it were neceſſarye that the prince and his 
people ſhulde nat gyue credence to them 
in thoſe thynges, whiche they on ſo mo- 
che leſſe grounde ſo deſire and require to 
hauc kepte and obſcrucd: yntylle they 
gy ue place to this, and ſuche other : as 
(cripture dothe plainly declare and deter 
myne, with ly ke aſſent of generall coun- 
cels, and of auncient ſayntes and doc- 
tours. And | thynke; fo that if they 
mygkt haue the onc which they be aſſec- 
tionate to, graunted them: they wolde 
ſoone gyue place to the other. And fo 
myght there be made one flocke and one 
ſhepardc of hit, once heed and gyde and 
a loꝛte vnder him of one mynde and con- 
coꝛde. The whiche as for iy parte, J 
pꝛayc god ſende vs ſhoztely. THE 
LAVYERE., Zheſc be wonderfulle 
thynges to here; and oughte moche to 
mouc the hartes of all trewe ſubicctes: 
and that ſpecially ſin they concerne they: 
kynges ſoulc helth, his welthe and there 
rcalme alſo. Alas, is hit nat great pitie, 
the pꝛince hauing ſo manifeſt and playne 
grounds for hym, he beynge alſo ſo lo- 
uy ng 
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uing to vs as he io, ſo glad < ſo harty to 
rake paynes fo: this his comune welthe: 
that we, whiche that be his ſubicctcs , 
ſhuld be to him ſo vnnaturall, that other 
for other conliderations worldly, oꝛ fo: 
repoꝛtes of ſiniſtre perſons, ſhulde lette 
to do our very duetie to him? ye and lca- 
uynge the playne truthe, rather to belcue 
maligner agaynſt his cauſc, whiche ſo- 
weth more diuiſion than obedience: < nat 
accoꝛdinge to our very dueties to ſtycke 
faſtly and ſurely vnto hym, whiche is in 
the very ryght. Tho parauenture he ſay 
Ivrell, yet may hit ſoꝛtunc that he mar- 
kcth all. Wherfoꝛe bothe duetic and re- 
ucrence with ſcare is to be had to hym , 
whiche is ſo Mynge and harty to vs: to 
the intent that theſe beyng io ned bothe 
on his parte and ourcs: we may with- 
ſtande the malignitie of all backebyters 
and ſclanderers: and vtterly in our har- 
tes conceyue that it is farre from our 
ductie of allegiaunce to belcue vntrue re- 
poꝛtes and falſe malignations agaynſte 
our ſoucrayne. And herein we ought to 
emende our fautcs, and from henſfozthe 
nat to ſuſſre any ſuche repoꝛtes: but man 
C 4 fully 
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fully to withſtide,who ſo cucr wolde vſe 
them ſelſe to the cotrary, other in woꝛde 
oꝛ dede. And in this doynge, I thynke 
there ſhulde be roted the arcatreſt vnion 
betwene the heed and bodye that euer 
was ſene 02 harde of. Which ſhulde ful- 
fyll and pcrfyght that wyſe ſayenge of 
Saluſt. Where is peace and concorde , 
ſmalle thynges encrealyth and commeth 
to moche : by debate and diſcoꝛde where 
is moſteʒ hit ſoone fay let and ſlydeth a- 
waye. Wherfoꝛe I pꝛaye god ſende vo 
his lyght of grace, ipecially to kepe this 
betwene our heed and vo. THE D1- 
VINE. By my truthe, J thinke there 
can nat be a better cxhortation, rhanne 
you haue here giuen vs all. For ſo longe 
as no membꝛe haltcth oꝛ is in payne the 
hole body muſt nedes be the healer. But 
nowe that hytherto we agree ſo well, J 
muſte be as homely with you, as vou 
haue bene with me: pzaycnge you to 
aſſoyle me certeyne queſtions of lawe: 
lyke as J haue aſſoyled you in diuinitic. 
THE LAVYERE. JVare to blame 
cls. But j muſte ptaye you fyꝛſte to aſ- 
ſoyle me one queation moze , whiche J 

wolde 
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wolde fayne knowe. THE DIVINE. 
What is that J ptaye you? THE 
LAVYER. Ofthe power of the pope, 
in diſpenſation with the lawe dine . 
THE DIVINE. Of thattoentrete at 
length were nowe to ſhoꝛte a tyme. And 
hit hath alſo bene wꝛytten of by ſo many 
authors , that hit warc harde foꝛ me to 
ſay any thynge therin, the whiche hathe 
nat ben ſayd . But yet foz your pleaſure 
J wyll aſſayc ſomme thynge, as hit ſhall 
occurre to my mynde. yet one thinge 
muſte knowe youre wyll in, cre that 
p:ocede any farther. THE LA - 
YER E. hat is that ] beſeche you? 
THE DIVINE. Mary ſyꝛe, this 
io hit, whether you wyll that I ſhulde 
ſhewe you whatre the olde auncient docs 
tours do ſayc, oz what the modcrnes, 
whiche ſomewhat flattercth rhe popes 
guthoune , ſayeth : other elles declare 
you myne opinion, taken out of bothe, 
whiche J truſte ſhall nat be farre frome 
truthe? THE LAVYERE. The 
auncient doctours and many alſo of the 
modernes opinion hathc benne declared 
herin in many other bokes and 2 
5 0 
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phietica non 
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intpretatio- 
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of whiche ] haue ſene ſome bothe of la- 
ten and englyſſhc. But is there, ſay you, 
difference emongeſt other of their opini- 
ons? THE DIVINE. ye fo:lothe, 
fo: ſome of the modernes ſmake to mo- 
che of your lawe n wꝛeſtyng of ſcripture 
ſoꝛ auauncement of digmte : whiche the 
olde fathcrs do clene foꝛbydde and con 
tempne: and lykewiſe alſo dyucrs other 
modernes. Wherby you may well per- 
ceiue that there is ſome alteration emoge 
them. THE LAVYERE. That 10 
true. But whiche thynke you do beſte? 
THE DIVINE. They that do leſte at- 
tribute, arrogancy rule and dominion to 
the ſpiritualtie. For lure hit wyll be at 
length cls their vtter confuſion: hit is ſo 
abhominably at this day abuſcd and pre 
ſumed on. But nowe to my matter. The 
ſcripture [aycth theſe woꝛdes , why do 
you bꝛeke oꝛ tranſgreſſe the commandce- 
ment of god fo: your one traditions 2 
And alſo theſe woꝛdes. The pꝛophctical 
and holy Scripture is not of mans inter- 
pꝛetacion. Wuh this moꝛcouer, ſcrip- 
ture mult nedes ſtande vnloſed. All theſe 


guncicht guthors allo, whiche here fo- 
loweth 
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loweth,vo ſay , accoꝛdingly to holy ſcrip- 
ture, that the can nat diſpence with 
other the lawe of god oz nature. Saynt 
Au , beſydes other places, in the 
cpiſtole , whiche he wzyteth Ad Gloricm 


Eleuſinum,ſheweth that he is vnder the ge 


ncral counſell. YOherfoze moch the mote 
he muſt nedes be vnder the lawe of god. 
Saynt Ambꝛoſe in his boke de Paradiſo 
aſſirmeth the ſame. Lykewiſe ſaint Ber- 
narde bothe in his epiſtle Ad Adam mona 


chum, and in hio boke de diſpenſatione łi ptæ 


ceptis. Poly popes alſo that were in the 
olde ty me, do confeſſe the ſame : As Fabi- 
anus papa in his cpiſtle Ad onentales. Mercel 
linus papa in his epiſtolc Ad orientales. Alſo 
Vrbanus papa in. 2. qu. Sunt quidam.Zozimus 
papa in de ſtatutis gentiũ . Where he ſayth 
that agaynſt che ſtatutes and decrees of 
fathers,theſce of Rome can nother make 
ne chaunge 9 leſſe ayenſt 
the ſcriptures and ſtatutes of god. Dama 
ſus papa ad Aurelium Ar chiepiſcopũ. Innocens 
tius papa in ca. lirreras. Beſyde theſe, other 
guncient authoꝛs confirme the ſame : as 
Bafilius magnus in regula monachorum. Beda 
in expofitione epiſtole Petri. Iidorus ca. Sl is 
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qui preeſt . With theſe agreeth as in one 
alſo theſe lattre diuincs, Alexaudte de Ha- 
lys, Scotus, Occham, Richardus de rhedia Vil- 
la, Albertus, Jacobus de Lauzanna, A H iodo - 
renſis, Franciſcus de Maronis, Gerion, Duran- 
dus, Gabriel Biel, Herucus, Bernardus de Tril- 
la, Antoninus Florentinus, Ioan. Lupus, and 
many mo: whiche do playnely aſfirme, 
that no man canne pꝛoue that the poope 
maye diſpenſe with other the lawe of na- 
ture, 02 the lawe of god. Wherfoꝛe hit 
folowecth well, that this beynge the lawe 
of god (as hit hath bene bothe well and 
playncly atoze declared and proued) as 
me thynketh hit is cuidente, hit io caſye 
bothe to perccyue and belcue: that ſyn 
it is thus grounded on the very lawe of 
god, hit is alſo indiſpenſable . Nowe 
than moze oucr ſeynge that this caſe is 
alſo vetermyned as well by auncient au- 
thours as by generall counſels , ye and 
holy popes owne confeſſions : and ſcyng 
alſo that all theſe doth agre both moder- 
nes and other,with the full content of the 
moſte parte of all the Pniuerſities © lcr- 
ucd men at this houre within chꝛiſten- 
dome, that this cgle 18 indiſpenſable 6 

Em- 
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thinketh gretly that we ought (this mat- | 

ter being ſo cuidently opened ©< declared) 1 

derely ⁊ holy to beleue this: and as true 

ſubiectes to ſtycke with our ſoucrayne ⁊ ! 

pꝛince, in this his tuſt doynge © laudable $1 

act. For (as me ſemeth) it is a ſinful ⁊ an | 

vnnatural demcinour of ſubicctes, what 

ſyniſtre laboure ſo euer be made to the 

cõtrary to myſdeme their pꝛince: that in 

ſo waightie a cauſe he wolde be ſeducid, 

and vic affections. Whiche hytherto 

rayning the. xxiij. ycre ouer vs and moꝛe 

hath ſhewed hym ſelfe in all his doinges 

but wit indifferent ⁊ moſt ypryght. And ,,. caufe ot 

J, fo: my parte, do rather arrecte this the peoples 

blindnes of the people, moꝛc to ignoꝛanci *734eucie» 

with a litle to moche lightnes in credence 

to light folke, the whiche gocth about to 

ſcduce them: than to any other acte of 

vnnaturall duetie. Foꝛ I thynke vcrely 

that there was neuer pꝛincc amonge vo, | 

that euer was better beloucd, noꝛ that 7 

hathe deſerurd mote to be. Yoherfore Y 

nowe viynge the ſayinge of ſeynt Poule, proarramur 

do exhozt you in our loꝛd god that you uos 2. Co | 

is ſubicctis do cxoncrat your ſelfes of al rynch 5. 

maner of groũdes oꝛ occaſiõs that might | 
bꝛede ! 
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bꝛede any vnkyndnes in his hart toward 
you . And allo his maieſtie ( you with al 
due reucrence ſo doynge Yto continue his 
well appzoucd zcale and feruent loue, al- 
waycs hythcrto ſhewed cmonge you, to 
the intent atozclayd : whiche io that we 
may hauc, accoꝛdinge to Lhuſtes owne 
wo:des, one Rlocke and one heed. THE 
LAVYERE. On my faythe you haue 
lanistycd me both with great and many 
authoꝛitics, and (as me thinkah) alſo 
with wuncible reaſons. I pray god myn 
anſweres to your qucſhons, may ſatieſie 
vou as well and wah as moche truthe: 
as yourcs hathc done mc. THE D. 
VINE. I doubte nat but they ſhall, 
Foꝛ your intent; as 2 man maye iudge, 
and your lernyng allo, io of that integri- 
te:that otherwiic than truth can nat ſuc- 
cedeʒ ſo ſarre as the lawe can ſay. Wher- 
foꝛe I pꝛay you anſwere me ſirſle to this 
qucſtion. Might this cauſe be Harde and 
ware hit a duc courſe that hit ſhulde be 
hard within this realmc,as in the begin 
ninge of this mattere me thoughte you 
layde? THE LAVYERE. Syte, 
I nat oncly aſſirme that kit myghte be: 

| but 
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but alſo J vtterly pꝛoteſt, that hit ought 
tobeſo. Fort as it was oꝛdeyned in the 
counſell of Nyce,and lykewyle in other 
gencrall countels ot the woꝛld, that cucry 
cauſe ſhulde be decyded where it firſt be- 
ganne: eucn ſo this cauſe beinge ſy ꝛſt be- 

onne hcreinEnglande, ſhu!de like wyſe 
— ben here in Englande determyncd. 
THE DIVINE. In my iudgement ye 
ſpcake reaſon : but howe ſhall J knowe, 
that you ſpcke law? Foꝛ I here ſomtime 
in other caſcs, that lawe< reaſon diffre: 
⁊ good reaſon is nat alwaye called lawe. 
THE LaVYERE. you lay in ſome 
parte well. Fo: in dede all reaſon is nat 
lawe: but this you may be ſure of, that 
contrary to al reaſon is no lawe: tho men 
ſomryme be othcrwyle bone in hande. 
And in this caſe confozmably to reaſon, 
as ] haue begonne to ſhewe you:hit was 
pꝛouy ded and o:dcyned in dyuers coun- 
ſels, that none ſhulde be called out of the 
pꝛouince. Whiche counſels arc ⁊ ought 
to be taken fo: lawes eſtabliſſhed by rhe 
aſſent of all chuſten mcenpwhiche muſte 
ſtande and take effect. THE-DIVINE. 
ye name the counſell of Nyte, and othcr 


alſo. 


That this cau 
fe oughte tobe 
herd herewith 
in the realme/ 
« determmed. 


Authorite of 
counſels. 
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alſo." Nowe } pꝛay you,lct vs here Howe 
they ſpeake herein: that we may be the 
moꝛc lurc. THE LAVYER. Suſt 
the *Nycene counſell ſayeth thus. The 
olde and antycke cuſtome let hit be kepte 
thoꝛowout Egypt,Lyby,<Þent poly, 
ſo that the bulſhoppe of Alcxandfe haue 
the power of them: ſoꝛ there 18 a lyke 
cuſtome of the caryc of Rome. Lykewilc 
at Anteoche alio, < other proumcyes let 
theyꝛ cuſtomes and puulleges be kepte 
within they2 churches . Lookec this be 
kepte, that they which be qcommunica- 
tc of the) ⁊ biſſhoppes: of none other be 
rcccy ued to commumon . Fozlothe the 
power 02 confirmation thozowe cucry 
Pꝛouince ſhall pertcyne to the Metro- 
politanc. 
By this it may well appere, that there 
is 02 ought to be a ſpeciall iuriſdiction oꝛ 
power within cucry pꝛouincc: in cccleſi- 
aliicall obſeruatios< decidingc of cauſes. 
But that this may be ſo mocke the moze 
playne , Fow ſhall here what yſidoure 
| purpolc in thc pꝛeface ol 
of counicis. Dit is maniſeſte 

ge) that ſuche thinges * 

| che 
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che chancerh thozowout cucry pꝛouincc? 
that the Sene 02 counſel of the ſame p20. 
uince muſt oꝛdre and diſpenſe them: as it 
is playne to haue ben dccrecd and oꝛdey- 
ned by the Micene counſcll. It is redde 
alſo (ſateth he) in an cpiſtle of pope In- 
noccncc in this wiſc: Jt any triall of cauſe 
beſynes 02 contenty on ariſe amonge cler- 
kes and lay men, 02 betwirte cleikes of 
hyer oz lower dcgre : what ſo cuer they 
: it pleaſed and hathe bene oꝛdeyned, 
that accoꝛdynge to the Nycenc counſell 
all the byſſhoppes of the ſame pꝛouince 
be gathered to gether : and ſo the iudge- 
ment of the cauſe to be ſyniſſhed ⁊ haue 
his full ende. Thus you ſee plaync what 
is the mynde of *Niccne counſell herein; 
cuen ſo as we haue broughtc hit in for. 
THE DIVINE. But ſyꝛe; ſyn that 
Iſidoure ſayctꝶ that there be mo chap- 
tres of the Nycene counſcll than thele 
whiche we haue and be cxpreiſcd com- 
munely in the boke ,of the which he ſaith 
alſo that this is one: howeis it that you 
haue brought vs in here iche is plain- 
ly conteyned there, to confirme this pur- 
pole? THE LAVYER, That Raue 
D I done 


Epiſtola Ins * 
nocentg. 
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J done trucly, bicauſe it maketh moche 
as ſemeth me , and I haue aſſirmed no 
moꝛe than may well be take of it. Nowe 
yt it ſeme nat ſo playne to you ther 
ſoꝛ thio 8 that yet whiche 10 
added of Innocence and Iſidoure t may 
well and fully appere, that this our pur- 
poſe and poſition is plaincly contey ned 
cmong the chapiters of the Ny cane coũ- 
ſell, it it ware hooly had: whether that 
be it 02 parte of it, 02 no. The counſcll 
Affricanc to pope Boniface, moche ma- 
keth foꝛ the ſame. yet to ſatiſſic you and 
all other the mozc herein, you ſhwll here 
howc this io alſo pꝛoucd and comirmed 
by the great counicil of Lonſtantinoplc, 
Conci.con- whcrinitis wiltten thus: jt is manitcite 
anmncPo- and plaync that thoꝛowout al and cucry 
un. prouincethe pꝛouinciall Sene oꝛ council 
ought to ad miniſtre and gouerne al thin- 
ges there accoꝛdynge to that is diſſined 
by Nycenc counſell. Lan you o any o- 
ther thynke, but that this is a ſuſſici- 
ent pꝛoſe ; thar this io the verytg decree 
of Nycene counſell : cxcepte you wyll 
nedes 2cten Igno:aunce , other clles 
bothe theſe guthors 
and 
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and counſellcs gencrall? More ouer the 
coliſell Lonſtantinopolitane agrecth here 
ynto , where it ſayeth thus. Acco2- 
dynge to the canons , the byſſhoppe of 
Alexandre lette hym gyde onely thoſe 
thynges the whichc be within Egypte. 

The byſſhoppes of the oꝛient lette them 
gouerne oncly rhe oꝛient. 7c. But if it 
chaunce them to be called out of they: 
admunſtration, lette them nat go: to? 
other oꝛdinaunces to be made, oꝛ foz o- 
ther diſpenſations cccleſiaſticall: but (as 
is tofore reherſed) in cuery pꝛouince the 
pꝛouincyall Sene muſte oꝛdre and go- 


ucrne all thynges , whiche be (as it is 


there vnderſtande) mere ſpirytuall. 

Yoherevnto ſayetꝶ the hiſtoꝛyc Triper- 
tytc, that the fathers in the counſclle 
of Conſt antinople defyncd , that if any 
cauſe aroſe within any ptouynce : hit 
ſhulde be fynyſſhed by the counſcll of 
the ſame pꝛouynce. The Lalcedonenſe 


counſell dzaweth ncre after the ſame , 
where it determincth,that@euſeſhulde 
begynne afoze the owne hy and 
frome hym to the counle he pꝛo- 


7 


uynce. The ſame coun 
D mar 
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that acco:ding to the fathers rules twiſe 
in the yere thzough out cucry pꝛouynce 
the bysſhoppes ſhulde come to gether : 
where eucry thynge that came amonge 
them,ſhulde haue his due correction and 
oꝛdre. Farthermoze the cpiſtle,whiche 
the Aſſricane counſell ſente to pope Le- 
leſtinc, ſheweth well rhis pourpole, and 
vuneſſeth allo the Nicene decrec: where 
thus it is witten. The Nycenc decrees 
moſt plainly hath committed bothe cler- 
kes of lower degree and alſo bisſhoppes 
to their owne pꝛimates. For they moſte 
wylcly ye and witly perecy ued, that all 
matters what io cucr they were, oughte 
to be finiſſhed < ended, where they were 
begonnc. They ynderit ode full well, that 
thc grace of god wyll fayle no pꝛouynce: 
by the whiche the right and cquite may 
well and wyſcly be icne of rhe pꝛeſtes of 
Chꝛiſte, and mooſtc taitly and conſtantly 
holden aug ſulty lied of them. Spccaally 
by cauſeg ven and graũted to cucry 
man: be greucd with the ſen- 
tenceg Ages, to appelc to the coũ- 
ſell of re, other cls to the vm - 


uc | Poe lauten cap not 
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ed, but is appꝛoued by theſe wot 
inge in the ſayde counſaile. Ex- 
cept that there be any man, whiche bele- 
ueth, that our loꝛde god wyll rather in- 
ſpire ous iugement into a particu- 
ler perſon/than to a great nombre of ver 
tuous and wel diſpoſed plons, gathered 
to — in counlaile by his ſpirite and 
oꝛdenance. F oz how can the iugementes 
of be yonde the ſee, be firme < ſtable, vn- 
to the whiche thoſe perſons, that be ne- 
ceſſari, can not be bꝛought/either bicauſe 
of age, oꝛ ſoꝛ many other umpedimetes? 
And as fo: that any Legates ſhulde be 
ſente as from thy holyncs fide, we fynde 
it not oꝛdeined oꝛ decreed in any coũſaile 


be den 
des f, 


we coulde fynde of Ny cene, we coulde 
2 no ſuche thinge . Zhe.vy.counſell 

arthaginenſe, and Melitane alſo layth 
well ro te ſame in this maner . Jt hath 


of fathers. — in all the coũſayles, that 
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by the conſcnt of their by ſſhoppes, lette 
them finyſſhe all that io betwene them. 
But if they thynke mete to appele, lette 
them nat * — farther, than to the coũ- 
ſels within Aﬀrycke, 0: to the pꝛimates 
of their owne pꝛouince. Who that wolde 
thinke that they ought to appele beyond 
the ſecs, lette them be rake of none with- 
in Aﬀrike fo: chꝛiſten men, 02 as any of 
their communion. 

Ouer and abouc all theſe, the counſclle 
of Antioche decrecth in this mancr. Fo: 
eccleſiaſticall cauſes, controuei es, buſi- 
nes oꝛ matters,whiche arvicth ; to be diſ- 
ſolucd and caſcd : we haue thought and 
decreed to ſuffice that thozowe cucry pro 
uince a counſell of the buſſhoppes be had 
cucry yerc twyſc. The fyꝛſt to begyn rhe 
thy ꝛdc weke after Eaſter, the ſcconde the 
fyꝛſte day of Octobꝛe. And in theſc coun 
{cls muſte be preſent with them borhe 
pꝛecſtes and diacons, and all other, whi- 
che feleth them ſelſc agreued: fo to tary 
and the ſentence of the counſcll. 
Nother it may be lauſul foꝛ any, to make 
theſe counſelles within them ſtlfe with 
out the knowledge of their Mctropoli- 

| dance: 


A DIALOGE. 
tanes : to whome it is certeine that it is 
gyuen and graunted to gyue iudgement 
of all cauſes . Beſyde thele counſcls 7 
mius the poope decrecth alſo, that if fo: 
oucrmoche tarrenes,ynmetencs of tyme 
02 (orcneſle of the waye, it be greuous 
and paynetull to bꝛinge a cauſe to the ſce 
of Rome: that it be had to the pꝛimate. 
THE DIVINE. If theſe be ſo as ye 
alledge them, and as J doubte nothynge 
but that they be, it muſte nedes be as yc 
hauc ſayde: that this cauſe ought to be 
determyncd within this realme . For it 
is nat poſſyble that the pope maye well 
diſpencc immute 02 bꝛeke theſe counfels. 
THE LAVYERE. you take hit 
verye well. For howe maye the byſ⸗ 
ſhoppe of Rome 02 any other pumate, 
be ſo bolde as to breake the canons: the 
whiche cucrye one of them voweth to 
kepc t and ſolemply pꝛoſeſſetꝑ the ſame ? 
I he ſhulde ſo do: ware he nat to be de- 


ſcd, accoꝛdynge to that the counſelle 
arthaginenſe decreeth t Who coulde 
thynke that one Byſſhoppe myghte 
deſtrue the actes of — — fa 
thers, made with hey © gt v ac- 
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A DIALOGCE, 
ceꝛdyng to the pꝛoſeſſion of bleſſed Sre- 
gozye ? THE DIVINE. you 
cuyn as the thynge it ſclfe wolde haue 
vou. Fo: (yn it is ſayde by Salomon, 
Leaue not oꝛ brcake not thy mothers 
law:whocoulde thynke that the church 
of Rome,whiche in dede is but a dough- 
ter of the churche vniuer ſall, myght de- 
liroye the lawe of her mother? Dothe 
not holy Poope Leo ſaye with an open 
voyce: Chat thoughe there were nowe 
made a grcatter counſclle, than was the 
"Niccnc: it might not derogate our foure 
counſcllcs . herſoꝛe the pope of Rome 
oughte to rule the Lhurche of Rome 
by thc vmucrſall couniclles and the lawe 
of god: and no wyle the contrarie . 
THE LAVYERE . Sothly as ye ſay. 
L hcrto:c he can not diſpence agaynſt the 
canons. Foꝛ who can dilpence with hym 
{(cile: Oꝛ who can without fautec brcake 
that he hath openly pꝛoſeſſed ? Foꝛſothe 
if he do agayuſle this his pꝛoſcſſion, he 
dothe therby depoſc him ie lſc/as ſaycth 
the counſell Larthaginenſe. THE DI1- 
VINE. And well worthy . Fo: bycauſe 
(as ſayeth our ſauiour Ehuſte) the ſcr- 
udut 


A DIALOGE. 
vant is nat bygger than the maiſtre, noꝛ 
the Apoſtel oꝛ he that is ſent bigger than 
he that ſente hym, ſyn that Lhuſte came 
nat to bꝛeake the lawe but to fulfylle the 
ſame: the of Rome can nothing do 
agay nſt the lac of his mother the cures 
che vmucrſall : whoſe Lanons he hathe 
pꝛoſeſſed to kepe with ſ vowe in 
the which vowehe can nat diſpence with 
hy m ſclte, nother any other can, ſyn he 
hathe none ſuperioure in ſpiritualtie. 
THE LaVYERE. Zhat lucheis the 
poopes yowe and open pꝛoſeſſion, beſy- 
dcs other you , appereth well by the 
counſels of Lonftance and Baſyle, and 
by the boke of bytſhops whiche is called 
diurnusꝛas ſheweth the great clerke Juo 
in his epiſtolc. Where he is ereneſt that 
the olde traditions and cuſtomes ought 
nat to be remoucd oꝛ broken by any pꝛi- 
uate lawes 02 newe traditions. For a- 
gaynſt the ſtatutes of the fathers the au/ 
thoꝛite of the ſee of Rome can nothynge 
do, ne chaunge. with vs (ſayth he there 
whiche ie pope Zoumus ſayenge alſo) 
lyucth and remaynerh ſoroted 
and fait grounded, tat it ways 
DF to t 
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to the whiche the decrees of fathers hath 
gyuen and cſtabliſſhed ſuche reuercnce . 
Wherſoꝛe the poopes of Rome be or 
oughte to be the kepers 0: mainteinero 
and nat the bzcakers of the holy canons, 
Thus ſayeth Leo, thus ſaycth Bomfa- 
cius, and thus — ope Oclaſius. 
Pope Ccleſtine aſſirmeth, that he thyn- 
keth ylle of the pope, ye the woꝛſte that 
can be: whiche thynketh that he maye 
oꝛdeyne any thynge agaynſt the canons. 
THE DIVINE. The holy doctours 
and diunecs alſo agreeth well with this. 
Eſpeciall ſaynte Auguſt. in the epiſtle Ad 
Glorium tofoze reherſcd, is playn in this. 
Pope 50zimus (as ye know) is clcre in 
it. Pope Damaſus, Vilarius with other 
will no bꝛeche oꝛ tranſgreſſion of the ca- 
nons without an meuitable ncceſſite: the 
whiche (as they ſay) god ſoꝛbyd. Ther- 
ſoꝛe (as ſayeth Gerſon) it is an cxcedyng 
and an vnruly crrour of them: the wh1- 
che ſayeth that the deliberation oꝛ coun- 
ſell of the pope weycth aboue the vely- 
beration of the churche 02 counſell gene- 
rall. oꝛ that aſſirmeth that the pope is 
nat bounde to folowe the counſell and - 


A DIALOGE. 
bey the ſame: except that he wyll. THE 
LAVYERE. Lerteynely you come 
well to the purpoſe. For the holy coũiecll 
of Lonſtance de alſo rhe ſame, in 
theſe wo:des.Eucry man of what to euer 
ſtatc 02 dignite that he be, ye though he 
be the pope : is bounde to obey the genc- 
rall counicll: in theſe thinges whiche per 
teyne to our chulten faythe , to the helpe 
and cxurpation of a Sciſme, and gene- 
rally to the reſoꝛmation of the churche 
of god: in the heed and in the membꝛes. 
It decrecth moꝛeouer thus, who ſo euer, 
of what ſo cuer ſtate oꝛ dignite that he 
be,ye though he be pope hy m ſelfe : wyl 
vildayne 02 refuſe to obey the comande 
mentes ſtatutes 02 0:dinances of this coil 
ſell, oꝛ of any other general coũſell, nowe 
made 0: hcrcatter to be made ypon the 
pꝛemiſſes, 02 ſuche as perteyne vnto the: 
excepte he amende this faute,ought to be 
putte to due penance and condingly pu- 
nylſhed: with recourſe (if nede ſhall be) 
to ding et Ars THE 
DIVINE. Trewely if this be thus as 
hcre you haue well induced, as ſemeth 
meczhut can nat be auoyded, but that the 
pope 
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Pope oughte to conſoꝛme hym ſelſe to 
the canons and decrees of counſels, and 
not to diſpence agaynſt them, and ſo mo- 
che the leſſe he may diſpece with the law 
of god. THE LAVYER. Zhatcanno 
wyle be denyed.. For betwene goddes 
lawe ⁊ mans (ſayth Jnnocence,ot whom 
we ſpake befoꝛe amonge other lawicrs) 
there is ſo great a diſſcrence, that againſt 
the lawe of god may ncuer be wo jo 
about mannes lawes may be had diſpen 
ſation ſomctyme: as ncceſſite and vtilite 
ſhall require. THE DIVINE. Yoclt 
ſaydc. But ye lawiers many times ſpcke 
ſo ercncitly ſoꝛ bothe partes / and alledge 
your glolecs ſo thycke : that men vnler- 
ned in that facultc / can not telle whome 
to truſte. And welle J wotte, that in 
this poynt ſome lawyers ſay nay. For if 
thcy agreed, all the mattcr ſhulde haue 
ben 02 this tyme done. THE LAV-# 
YERE. Trucly this, as ye ſay, chaun- 

cet ofte tymes amonge vs lawyers, in 
dedc.But not in that we be lawyers/ but 
in that we be men faſcioninge our knows 

lege and opinion in lawe, as it may ſcrue 

beſt foꝛ our purpoſe. And hes called but 
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a ſlendre aduocate 02 pꝛoctour in lawe, 
that of onc lawe ⁊ texte oꝛ other, can nat 
ſhape argumentes kytte for his clyentes 
part. Verein is no defaut in the lawe, but 
in the abuſcrs of the lawe. THE D- 
VINE. Marye of them that vſe them 
ſelfe thus, ſcripture ſayeth in dede. The 
lawcis lacerate and fynal iudgement can 
nat be had taufully. So that this ſayeng 
whichc foloweth alſo,be it neuer ſo gene- 
rall of it ſelſe, may well moſt ſpecially be 
apply cd to them to. Euery man is full of 
lyenge. But howe ſhall I truſt you than 
that you ſpcake lawe to me in this great 
cauſe: rather than them that ſpeake on 
the other ſyde ? THE LAVTERE. 
The authoꝛite of gencrall councels, and 
the very popes owneconfeſſions ſuffiſeth 
to that. Pery naturall reaſon alſo ſhall 
confirme that my ſayenge to be trewe. 
Foꝛ it is true that hy ke as cuery pꝛiuate 
perſonec in his caſe hath day ly his doubt 
decyded by the iudges of his countrey, 
and in rhe comon lawe of the realme the 
matter is tryed by the iury of that coun- 
trey,and in the popes lawe no man ſhall 
be called two daycs tourney out of his 
c0uns 
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. countrey : cuen ſo haue princes in tymes 
paſte accoꝛdinge thervnto obteyned ſen- 
tences in lyke cale. And if you wyll take 
the peyne to loke ouer and fully to conſi- 
drc, the gencrall counſelo, whiche j to- 
foze reherſed vnto you: ye ſhal than finde 
that not onely ut my ght, but allo that it 
ought ſo to be. And reaton (as ] haue 
fl. e wed) 1s hercvnto contoꝛmable, that 
the cauſc ſhulde rather be harde and diſs 
cuſ ed, where it may be knowen play niy/ 
⁊ cuery poynt ducly enſerched ⁊ cxami- 
ned: than where all parties be ignoꝛant 
in the matter, as at Rome. THE DI- 
VINE. Why than docth the poope 
wꝛẽ ge to enterpꝛiſe to knowe af the mat- 
ter at Rome? THE LAVYERE.S0 
lay c the gencrall counſclo, lo doth diuers 
holy popes confeſle, fo ſayth the yniuer- 
ſite ol Parilc, lo ſayxthe the vntuerſite of 
O:leancc,lo faith a great nombre of cler- 
es in Italy o tanh all that be not ledde 
by affection to ſaye on the other ſyde. 
IHE DIVI. you ſhewe lo many coun- 
ſels, popes aſſentes, great guthoutics, ⁊ 
alio io play ne definitions of ſo noble vmi- 
ucrſitcs,which gffirme your ſayeng:that 
no 


— 


A DIALO GE. 
no man can but thinke it true that ye ſay. 
— —— 
thoꝛitie of the coũſe po 

owne ſayenges gyucth ſuche faith Cine 
cauſe : that it is vnreaſonable to be deni- 
ed: ſpecially conſiderynge and weyenge 
that alſo the vniuerſitics ſay and cxpꝛeſſe 
the ſame . Yohiche of ly kelyhode wolde 
not diſtayne their honour and reputaci- 
on in the woꝛlde, with they: great blame 
rebuke ⁊ iuſte damnacion of god and the 
woꝛld: i ſwaruing fro the truth. I thinke 
therfoꝛe ſurely that you ſay true: and 
meruayle moche, that the pope agreet 
nottothattruthe. THE LAVY. As 
to that J can not ſay . Foꝛ it were an yll 
birde,that wold defile his owneneſt.But 
ncuertheleſſe we ſe here a truth affirmed 
by many general counſcls / by many po- 
pes, by many other authoꝛo, and alſo by 
noble vniuerſites, by ſo many gret lerned 
men: ⁊ the ſame io ncuer the moꝛe folo- 
wed but the contrarye therof exccuted, 
(right nat withſtiding)againſt our prince 
⁊ ſoucrayne loꝛde. YOhiche piticth myne 
hart, ⁊ al true ſubiectes I thinke, within 
his rcalme, Nat doutynge with goddes 
grace 
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A DIALOGE. 
grace but that nother he noꝛ we wyll ſuf- 
tre ſo pꝛeiudicial aninturic to be inſerred 
to this rcalme, and fo pernicious an ex- 
— foꝛ all chꝛiſtendome. THE DIvI. 
hat is lurcly ſo. YOhcrfoze I dout not 
(god aſſiſtinge vs) but that this his re- 
alme, wyl rather ſticke with hy m in this 
his maniteſte right / accoꝛdynge to their 
puctic ; than put their neckes vnder the 
yoke of the pope, 02 his, at pleaſure la- 
ves. For god comandeth obedicce to the 
punce, ⁊ ſo doth he not to the imurics of 
the pope : but willeth vs rather to with- 
ſta qe them, as by diucrs textes and Holy 
mens cxamplcs, it ſhal here aſter appere. 
God (ſaytn tat Bernard) comandeth 
vs to do that is good to leue that is yl. 
Now if that man, whom he hath gyuen 
pcminencec to © ſette him abouc ys,wolve 
thinke to the contraric, < cauſc ys other 
to leaue that is good, 02 to clcue to that 
1s yll 7 ſoꝛbidden of god: there his com- 
mandement is boldly to be refuſcd. For 
it is ſarre out of oꝛdre to bꝛeke thyn obe- 
dicce thou oweſt to god, for thyn obedi- 
encc towarde man. Wherfoꝛe ſaith ſaint 
Auguſtine. jt he that is in power 5 
te, 


A'DIALOGE, 


the, as to whom thou oweſt thyn obe- 
dience, the to do any thynge, 
that thou oughreſt nat to do : there con- 
temne and refuſe his power . 2 he byd 
—ů —ͤ— * If Jf the 
obeye 
ddeth forb 
deere yn Bernard 1 — man, — 


pen holy Baſile) f we be bidde of any 
man to do that is contrarye tothe com- 
maundementes of Chiſte: there is hye 
tyme for vs to ſay,we be bounde more to 
obeye god thanne men. I boldely do 
— ( ſayethe bleſſed Symon de 
Laſſia) that the vicare of Ch:iſte is nat 
exempte from the pꝛeceptes of the lawe 
of god, nother can exempt any other fro 
the ſame : not can gyue lycence to ſyn 02 
to do amyſſe. THE LAVYER. All 
this you ſpeke here, 1 pr ents well ng 
alſo,with — 
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vnder the paync of cxcommunication: in 
the whiche he falleth w han that he obey - 
eth nat. And if a man be cccommunicate 
(ſaieth Abbot) bycauſc he dothe that is 
good, oꝛ wyll nat do that is vll: the ſen- 
tence of cxcommunication is none. And 
if the ſentence of cxcõmunication be ma- 
nifcitly vmuſt: it is as none. THE D1- 
VINE. Thus the good archebyſſhop 
of Lanturbery Laurence ſucceſſoure of 
ſaynt Auſten , wolde foz none cntretee of 
the poope noꝛ yet commination of cur- 
Inge, aſloyle hym whom he had ryght- 
fully accurſed fo: the maryenge of his 
mother in lawe. Lykwiſc laint Dunſtane 
wold in no wiſe obey the popejthough he 
pꝛayed hym, moniſſhed hy m, and ſtrait- 
ly commaunded hy m to aſſoylc the Erle, 
whom he had afozc excomunicate foꝛ the 
marienge and reteining of his nye kyns 
woman: vntyl he had put her from him. 
Foꝛ this ſame was cuermoꝛe in his mou 
thc, god fo:bydde that for the cauſc of 
any moꝛtall man. I ſhuld contempnc the 
lawc of my loꝛde god. Eucn ſo the good 
byſſhoppe Sampſon had rather abyed 
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than to do that he ſawe he myght nat do 
by the lawc of god. The noble clerke 
and good byſſhoppe of Lyncolne Ro- 
berte Sroſthede alſo vote ynto the 
pope, whiche hadde made { as hc knewc 

| ) an vnlgufull requeſte vnto hym: 
that ſuche enſoꝛcementes he muſte nedes 
ſay nayeto, and rebell . Wherſoꝛe nowe 
if ut foztune hercafter, that the poope 02 
any other ſpirytuall perſone wolde fo: 
ſiniſtre affection 02 encreaſe of authoꝛitie 
interdicte, cxcommunicate, 02 ſende any 
inhibition to interrupte the iuſtencs of 
this cauſe, other elles the dewe pꝛoce- 
dynge in the ſame , acco2dynge to the 
diſſinitions afoꝛe : in that caſe (as me 
thynkcth ) bothe the kynge , his ſpirig 
tuall and laye ſubiectes allo, ſhulle 
manfully in god withſtande them, and 
ſty cke in theyꝛ myndes and dedes to the 
manfull ycrtuous and hooly ſayengec of 
all the bleſſed apoſtles :whiche is, that 
we oughte rather to obeye god thanne 
men. And no doubte but that in our 
ſo doynge we ſhall hauc lyke rewardec 
of the ſame our maker: as theſe holy 
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with moo, the whiche dydde folowe the 
ſame ſteppes. THE LAVYER., 
By my taythe you ſpeake to verye 
reaſon, but I can not ſay, that our 
agreeth to this reaſon. THE DIVIN., 
29008 thynke that well . But the foun- 


dation ſette vppon a firme and ſtedfaſte 


ſtone of truth and faythe: and not vpon 
the mutable and wylfull pleaſure of Pe- 
ters ſucceſſours . But your lawe doth ſo 
moche attribute to man( as moderne glo 
ſers dothe expoune) that it wolde make 
man, whiche is but frayle and caduke/ 
difectour, gouernour / and as ſuperiour 
to the very woꝛde of god: whiche is (as 
the pzophete ſaycth) alway permanent, 
what ſimple witte 02 ſlendre fayth wolde 
thinke oꝛ belcue, that god in ſetting forth 
his lawes and pꝛecepteo, had (as a man 
wolde ſay) ſo vnauiſebly conſidered and 
commaunded them, that any wyſe they 
ſhuld nede of mans reſoꝛmacion, oꝛ that 
he dyd create man, to be ſuperiour to — 
Wo? 
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woꝛde and wylt Me thinketh verily that 
it is to great an arrogancy ſoꝛ man ſo to 
vſurpe apon his maker. Wherfoꝛe nowe 
let this paſſe: and anſwere me (J ptaye 
you) to an other queſtion inlawe. THE 


LAVYER. Yohartis that nowe? THE 


DIVINE. This ſame. Jfa man ſhuld 
comune with you of the lawe, and aſke 
you whether the decrees and decretalles 
( whiche you emonge you do call lawes ) 
with the opinions of doctours, whyche 
wꝛyteth of them, be directed in their iuſt 
cxccution merely and in all caſes by truth 
02 no: what wolde ye anſwere? THE 
LAVYERE. What wolde J anſwere ? 
Mary this do J anſwere : that the lawe 
in his due courſe exerciſed, ought to be 
directed by truthe onely. THE DIVI. 
And what call [ye truth ? That? whiche 
> rpg mag only: oꝛ that by repoue 
nd if by repoꝛte, whether. that whiche 
ſome men ſay I depoſe is true: 02 onely 
that all men ſay and holy agree vnto, is 
true? THE LAVYER. —— 
do appere euidently, than it is — y to 
be conſydered ⁊ weyed : and if nat than 
it is to be referred to that whiche the an- 
Ex 


cient 


whatia to 
be tane ſoz 
trut he. 


—— — 
— 


A DIALOGE. 
cient fathcrs appzoucd in law, oꝛ the aſ- 
ſent of counſcls gencrall do ſaye, and af- 
firme to be true and lawe. And if (as in a 
rare calc) it foꝛtune ſome tyme that the 
truthe can nat be fully gathered oꝛ made 
plainly to appere, than iudgementes and 
opimons of doctours, ſoundyng to reſon 
ſo farre as mans witte can compꝛehende, 
and nat diſcrepant from goddes lawe:be 
to be enſued 4 folowed. THE DIVI. 

Þcrcm may ſomtyme fortune an crrour. 
THE LAVYER. That is truth. Fo: 
in the iuſtice of this worlde that is truth, 
which the lawes reccyucth fo: truth, and 
wo an the lawes reccyucth it; than it ww 4s 
truth in the ſyght and iuge ment of men: 
though in the y ght of god it be nat ſo, 
Bod lecth al with his owne cics: I ther- 
foꝛe his iuſtice is molt per fit / is directed 
alwaycs occoꝛdynge to 4 moſte perſitte 
truthc. Man trueth other mens cics 
and tounges / and ſometyme his owne 
ſcnſis ,whiche mave erre : and therfoꝛce 
foloweth and admuteth in ſtede of truth 
thc lvkclyhode of truthe and the lykely- 
hodc appꝛoued by thc lawe. Yoherypon 
it tcoloweth that what the lawe callethe 
truthe 
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truthe, is to be taken for a truthe : vn- 
tylle the contrary may cuidcntly appere. 
Fo: if manne ih neuer take ſoꝛ the 


rruthe : but oncly Mat the dedes ſhewed 
of truthe, there re 
truthe to men 1 y matter. The 
dede vanyſſheth feth oucr, ne can 


teſtimonic of the 
truthe is pꝛeſcrudi the lawe: whiche 
wyllcth faythe to be gyuen to luſſicient 
wꝛytinges and ſayenges in that bchalfe. 
And if you require farthcr declaration 
hereof : me thynketh that it apperethe 
welle in this cxample. Who can ſhewe 
the truthe of his owne lynadge 02 pa- 
rentage, but by auctoꝛitie of the lawe, 
by whiche lawe wytneclle pzoucth the 
mariage of the perſonagcs, and bv:thc 
of the chylde ypon the woman maricd? 
Whervpon the lawe concludeth the ge- 
neration of the huſbande as father : 
whether it be ſo in dede oꝛ no. And ſo 
it io in pꝛoſe of the trurhe of carnall co- 
pulation and bodily knowledge. Wher- 
in there is no wytneſſe communcly thar 
depoſe of rhe very acte , but onely of the 


nere circumſtaunces pꝛecedynge 02 folo- 
E 4 wynge 


be permanente 


The lanful? 
pꝛofe of Bo- 
fp knowlege 


rr ö 


T Cat fe 
quenes alfe- 
gynge to the 
colrary ne- 
töyng auay s 
fetH. 


A DIALOGEF, 

wynge the acte: as age of the two par- 
ties conucnicnte and Iykely there vnto/ 
with conuerſation in bedde and other 
place at libertie fot that acte . Yohere- 
vpon the lawe concludethe for a truthe, 
the acte of copulation to haue enſued, 
⁊ ſo in other caſes of lyke faſhion. THE 
DIVI. Why ſyr, if this be thus, as ye 
ſayc: than ſhall it lytell auayle the quene 
to alledge, that ſhe was nat knowen by 
pꝛince Arthur. Foꝛ ſure am, ther be wit 
neſſe, ⁊ (as J haue harde ſay) of the no- 
bleſt me of this realme, that knew pꝛince 
Arthure ⁊ the quene at the tyme ot their 
mariage, and knewe them bothe to be of 
competent age, feete apte ⁊ pꝛone to that 
naturall acte: bedded to gether at ſon- 
drye tymes, lyuynge at libertic, in one 
houſe beynge: no lette 02 impedunent in 
lawe why they ſhulde nat, but many pꝛo 
uocations of nature why they ſhulde ac- 
comply ſſhe their natural deſire in that be 
halfc. THE LAVYER. } thynke the 
quene wyll neucr ercneſtly alledge that 
matter: which hath nat only no ptobabi- 
lite of truth-but alſo that beinge — 
whiche you ipcke of: that is to ſay the 

mi⸗ 
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inge, beddinge, and cõuerſa- 


her. And that at diuers tymes, to ſome 
at one tyme/ to ſome at a nother : ſo that 
his ſayenges were many times reiterate. 
Vohyche me thynketh gyuethe moche 
greatter faythe, in ſo moche thar it is 
not to be thought that al theſe tymes he 
ſhulde ſpeke fot oſtentacion and boſtynge 
of hym ſelfe onely . Foꝛ at ſome tyme of 
theſc it doth appere by atteſtacion of cre- 
dible folkes,wherof ſome were his ſerud- 
tes nere about him at that tyme: that he 
ſpake it foꝛ mere neceſſite, nge 
and deſyꝛynge dꝛinke incontinently ypon 
his great labours, in the moꝛnynge very 
crely to quenche his thyꝛſte: anſwerynge 
whan the queſtion was aſked hym, why 
ſir and be ye nowe ſo drye? Mary if thou 
haddeſte bene as often 4 Spayne this 

5 night 
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nyghte as I hauc bene: I thynke verely 
thou woldeſt haue ben moche dꝛeyar. 
nother thinge there is moze,whiche 
a meruclous apperaunce in it to declare 
that ſhe ſhulde be knowen by prince Ar- 
thure: and that is this. Incontinent after 
his dethe the name of 2 pꝛince belonged 
to hym that is nowe our ſoucraync loꝛde 
and kynge, cxcepte his bꝛother had chyl- 
dren: ⁊ io without creation 02 any other 
ſolemnite ſtreight wayc fo to be called 
therby. Whiche if it ſhulde nat fo hauc 
folowcd,fſhuldc haue ben a mere inturyc 
illated by his father to hym: without 
ſome other mcruaylous great conſidera- 
non. So it was his brother beinge dede, 
ypon [uſpicton that ſhe hadde ben with 
childc,and beynge alſo certifyed by the 
pꝛinces counſell, that they and ſhe bothe 
thoughte the ſamc: the name of punce 
was diſſerred from our ſoucrayne loꝛde 
that nowe is by the ſpace of a moneth 4 
moꝛeʒ in winche tyme it was likely the 
truth to be knowen. And fo me thinketh 
there can be no mote vchemꝭt noꝛ almoſt 
a playner trial of her to be knowen, than 
this:beinge with al well conſidered howe 
we 
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we auiſedly the noble king his fader dyd 
always procede in all his actes ⁊ dedes. 
ye ⁊ a thirde there is alſo, wherby it can 
nat be denied but that this her ofteracion 
⁊ aſſirmation is no true. And that 
now io cuidently pꝛoued by an inſtrumẽt 
called a Gꝛeſe, whiche ſhe by her ſelfe oꝛ 
her pꝛoctour pꝛoduted in publyke tudge- 
ment befozg the Legates in her defence: 
bycauſe our ſoueray nes counſell founde 
fautcs in the bulle, whichc were ſufficient 
in lawe (as lawycrs do affirme) thoughc 
the pope might diſpenſe (as he may nat ĩ 
dedc) to anmhilate <4 ſoꝛdo the mariage 
burwene the king and her. Foz where one 
of the faurcs,whiche the kinges counſcll 
foiide, was that after the dethe of pꝛince 
Arthur, in ſuinge fot diſpenſation,the at- 
teyned a bullwherof the ſuggeſtion was 
not true: Beinge in one place (as it was 
ſaide) in the bull Forſan cognitam, as who 
ſayeth, may foztunc knowen . Whiche 
maketh a doubte of that thynge, whi- 
che ſhe knewe well ynoughe before . And 
thereby it may well be comectured, that 
ſhe feared to telle the trewthe, leſt that 


the pope, perceyuyntze that ſhe had bene 


be knowen, ſhe neded nat to haue putte 
in, theſe termes at all . And thereby 
cmonges other thinges the kinges coun- 


ſelle thoughte, that this bulle was ſub- 
no 


repticious and : bycauſe the 
trewe meanynge the ſupplycatyon 
was nat purely and trewely declaredde 
in the ſame. She thanne fearynge that 
by this faulte and orher , whyche were 
founde in the ſayde Bulle, ſhe ſhulde 
fayle of her purpoſe : dydde accoꝛdynge 
as toſoꝛe 18 ſayde, in defence cxhy· 
byte this buckle : thynkynge thereby to 
take away al theſe doubtis, whiche were 
founde in the Bulle, and ſpecially that of 
Forſan cogmtam. But in this (as ſcrip- 
ture ſaith, obſcurati ſunt oculi corum, Both 
her cies ⁊ her coũſels were blynded. Fot 
wher they went about to hele ſome (mal 
ſooꝛes, they opened a great wolide : ⁊ in 
the Bꝛeſe conſeſſe cogniram, without For- 


Howe ige fan *Which is to ſay, that ſhe was knowen 


82efe which Without 


was pnrc64 (as me thinketh) 0 


parauenture. Whiche maketh 
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ſhe ſhulde be knowen by pzynce Arthyre, fed fog fa 
ſheweth ir cannat be #** "ſe bor 


in iugement 
uaile than, thar men wyl yet doubt 
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One mans oꝛ womans ſaycnge ſingular, 
be he oꝛ ſhc of neuer ſuche dignite aucto- 
rite pꝛerogatiue 02 preeminence , by the 
law ſhal nat make faith in an other mans 
cauſe, whiche nothynge apperteyncth to 
him. Yohcrfoze there can be no reaſon ne 
lawe to maynteync that the quenc in er 
owne cauſe ſhuld haue creditc and be be- 
lcued oꝛ yet her ſayeng regarded in that 
bchaltc. And aſſuredly to ſpcke, it is um- 
poſſible by due and lauſull pꝛoſc to pꝛoue 
truc this her ſayenge by her ſelſe in dede, 
at this houre : ſeynge that ſhe hath bene 
knowcn ſyns. And as for wordes, it is to 
open in lawe,that the huſ bandes atteſta- 
tz on makyrge foꝛ the mariage is to be 
prctcrred to the womans dentall in that 
calc. So that if there were no more but 
puncc Arthurs owne fayengc , the lawe 
willeth that cred tte ſhulde be gyucn to 
Lim ⁊̃ nat to her. And if ſhe wold go a- 
bout to pꝛoue it by recoꝛdes , it is to be cõ 
ſidcred that the which ſhe woldenowe 
bꝛing to teſtiſi this, her nat to be knowen: 
mult be of thoſe which were here pꝛeſent 
with her. Which were ſent than purpoſe 
ly,rathcr to teſtiſ the cõtrary. For it was 
at 
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at that tyme the thinge which her father 
⁊ mother bothe mooit deſired, to here of 
ſucceſhon of theyꝛ two bodycs : and to 
vnderſtande that bitwene them was car- 
nall copulatyon « Whereby it may cui- 
dently appere ( what ſo ener they nowe 
ſaye )that they came than rather to ap- 
proue the than that which ſhe 
woldce bunge to teſtiſie nowe . Fo 
who can thinke that they which brought 
the doughter of their kinge to be maried 
vnto the ſonne and hey:e of a king, wolde 
than ſcke ſoꝛ wayes, wherby they might 
alter pꝛoue, that ſhe ware nat carnally 
knowen by that they bꝛought her 
fot ? And I rcken that nother ſhe noꝛ cke 
her witneilc can make in this matter any 
due pzouc,admithable in lawe:ſeyng alſo 
that one of the parties is deed, who to 
make anſwere had as moche intereſt, as 
ſhc to denye it. THE DIVI. J knowe 
nat your lawe,but me thinketꝶ you ſpeke 
reaſon:that we ſhulde take for the truthe 
whiche is laufully appꝛoued for tructhe, 
what ſo cuer the partie lay to the contra- 
2. Conſideryng that truthe ( as ye haue 
cclared ) dependcth vpon the trewe aps 
p20 
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— 5 — in _ and nat ypon the 
of the acte. THE 
LAVIER. you take it right. And ther- 
fore if my father ⁊ mother bothe wolde 
denye me to be their ſonne : I ſhall (if J 
haue laudable teſttmonye) pꝛoue the con 
trary,al though — wil ncuer ſo erneſt- 
ly both defend ⁊ mainteyne their denial ; 
alle agynge that they knowe the trutie 
better than all the woꝛlde after, ks 
do in dede. But their knowlege 
nat where no fayth is to be gynen to the. 
nd the queſtion is nat what they know: 
but what is to be bileued. And truly no 
man 1s to be beleuid in his owne matter, 
And(as one ſayd)may a man bilcue that 
a may den accopanicng with a yonge ma 
of luit (being no let therynto)ſhal returne 
as ſhc was a mayden ? IDcanyng beleue 
it who that wolde, ſoꝛ he wolde nat. 
Pꝛince Arthurs and the qucnes conucr- 
lation togyther in bed and Houle, beinge 
both of lauſul age, wuh theſe other pꝛo- 
bations tolſoꝛe rcherſed, fo clerely ſetteth 
ſoꝛthe the truthe of carnall knowledge : 
that the quences aſſcucrauon to the con- 
trary, no: yct her diſſemblynge Fr 1 


4 


A DIALOGE., 


ſhe haue any) can blemyſſhe the ſame in 
any true 02 mans 


that —— pꝛetenſ 

or any, 

—＋— —⏑ allo 
ged ſo mere an vnpꝛouable excuſe, in ſo 
— pon itn —— 
gement greatly derogate bothe her 
⁊ their credite : not oncly in this caſe, but 
in all other alſo. THE DIVIN. Theſe 
thinges be ſo pythily ſpoken © ſet forthe, 
that they can not be auoyded. Wherfoꝛe 
ſins the truthe fauozerh our pꝛincis cauſc 
ſo moche : lette vs his ſubiectes than not 
omyt nother our ʒele ne yet our obeditce 
to hym accoꝛdinge to our allegiance : noꝛ 
our duetie to god in aſſiſtinge the truthe, 
as is the part and office of a true chꝛiſten 
man. For ſurely we oughte by our allea- 
giancc to defende him and his doinges a- 
gaynſte all maligners, bothe in woꝛdes 7 
dedes . Foꝛ againſte maligners god hym 
ſcife exhoꝛtetꝶ vs by his pzophete, whan 
he ſaycth. Be not deſirous to folowe the 
maligncre. Than ſyn we be ſoꝛbydden to 
folowe them in termes and genc- 
rally cẽ to quoyde them: moche 
| F more 
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Principi po more he fozbydderh vs in that is agaynſt 
puli mi non our pꝛince and ſourraine. Alas, what in- 
= Wirf. gratitude, yg and that vnnatural were in 
jn cogitati- vs, if we ſhulde other wiſe do ? Oz howe 
one tua te- coulde we wyl oꝛ deſire of our prince that 
gi nedetra- poynte of kyndnes, as towarde vs ⁊ our 
has. Ec. io. cauſes:which we refuſe vnto him warde: 
Dove myght we deſire of hym not to be 
lyght in credittc - whan he hereth com- 
playnte of ys: whan we be ſo light to be- 
leue all tales invented ageynſt hym ⁊ his 
moſt rightuous intent? Oꝛ howe can we 
be ſo bolde to deſire his grace of his moſt 
hye goodnes< fauour, and to aſſiſt vs in 
our ryghtuous cauſes : whan we do not 
frankcly aſſiſte hym, ye offre vs to lyue 

and dye in this his iuſte cauſe ⁊ matter ? 
THE LA VIER. Me thynkcth, this 
matter toucheth vs as moche almoſte as 
him. Sauynge onely his conſcience, But 
as fot the woꝛlde; moch more.F or in his 
Our moſte time no man can interrupt him: noz there 
foumg oz / is no beſines in title. But afterwarde if 
—— of the oꝛdre be not ſet bi him oꝛ that he dye: 
mocke moze it is harde to ſay owe many ſhal repent 
foz $5 than it. Wherfoꝛe I thinke of both,it is moꝛe 
ym, requiſitc foz ys than fot him:ro have this 
matter 


| 


A DIALOGE, 
mattre at an e ende. THE DL 
VINE. But howe that be? THE 
LAVYER. —_ thynke that the 
way might be founde well ynough, if the 
hole heed 4 body of the parliament wold 
ſet their wyttes and wylles vnto it. 
Foꝛ no doubt, but that it ought to be de- 
termyned within this realme: as plainly 
ynough it appcreth bifoze. THE Dl - 
VINE. Surely youſay well. Fo: me 
thynketh, the ſucceſſion of this realme, 
ought nat to be oꝛdered by forreins. For 
if it ſhulde, and we to accepte the ſame : 
they were rulers ow o:derers of this re An abuſion 
» glme,and nat t * his parliament . infofferabfe 
And than doutleſſe me were as 
cuyll in condition as ſclaues of Turkes: 
whiche J pray god defende it fro. Foz 
ſeynge that there is nothyng to be deter- 
mincd but the faute of beynge knowen 02 
o_ aol hn | Ithynke is 233 


ued ech: y: there is no plac 
— to — mn thee 
this game. Loherfoze me 1... 


highnes and his par 
pꝛeſe the metro- caſemap 


politanes Adee * ende. 


— 


w— rr — — n 
c þ — 2 


—ͤ——v——— — ¶ — 


© — ——— ù — — 


— ——_C_— 


— „ —————— oo eo oy woes . W_ — 


Magis opor 
tet ohedire 
deo ꝗᷓ homi 
mb“. Act. v. 


Per orano, 


A DIALO GE. 
othe made to the pope nat withſtidyng) 
to ſet an ende ſhortly in this. And to ta 
a greatter regarde to the quietyng of his 
graces conſcience and this realme: than 
to the ceremonyes of the popes lawe. 
Fo: by goddes lawe they be bounde to 
the obedience of their pꝛince, and to ſcke 
alſo the quietation and peaceſablenes of 
this rcalme: whiche ought to be regar- 
dyd mote than any mans lawe. Whiche 
I truſte they beynge of ſuche ſincerite as 
} take them ot / will nat lette to do whan 
it ſhall be put to them, who ſo cuer lay 
nay: anſweringe whan ncde ſhall be ac- 
coꝛdyng to their auncient and vertuous 
pꝛedeceſſours. Rather we ought to obey 
god than men. And thus this lyttell tre- 
tiſe ſhall make his ende. Pꝛayenge the 
reders that if any thynge be amyſſe in it, 
to arrecte it rather to lacke of vdiſcreeyon 
than of good wyl. And though paucrure 
in opening of the cauſe ſome be indirectly 
touched,tarther maye happe than plca- 
ſeth them: we humbly deſire them to re- 
ken, that if we coulde haue by our imple 
wyttes deuiſed any other way ſo plainly 
and truely to haue opened this cauſe:we 
* wolde 


wolde moche rather haue done it than 
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thus . But in tcclarynge the truthe we 
mynde to halte ſoꝛ no refpecte . Yoher- 
fore we pꝛaye them to holde ys excuſed. 
And thoughe p:rauenture that the wyſe 
mans pꝛouerbe, The tellynge of truthe 
b:cdeth ofte diſpleaſure, ſhall take effecte 
in vo: we mynde not (and god before) to 
ſpare eyther to telle it, 02 with our lyues 
to maynteyne it: ſeinge that Ehuſte him 
ſelfe ſayeth: I am the verye truthe, and 
cterne Iyfe . Whiche abydethe them, 
that folowe thetruth. And where as we 
thynke, that it is hardely poſſible fo: a- 
ny man to endite 02 conueye any woꝛke 
of ſuche ſorte, that no man ſhall fynde a 
faute therin ſpectally captious folke and 
maligners : Whiche rather whai they 
haue founde a ryght ſmall faute, wyll go 
about to ieſte and rayle on it / ye though 
no faute at all, yet rather wyll ſo do of 
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all that pleaſeth them not, than to come 


to the remanaunt in the iuſtificacion of 
the matter: we moſte entierly pꝛaye you 
louinge reders, that if any ſuche ye nowe 
02 here after ſhall here of, whiche wolde 
cotrgdict oꝛ againe ſay this pore treatiſe 
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of truthe, nat to gyue credence vnto 
tyll they can the contrarye To's 
And that ſ jy parby their geſtes, their 
faces ⁊ crakes Iyer ny 

but (as it ought truely ) onel 
ſcripture, good auncient au ” — 
rall counſels, vertuous and holy popes 
owne ſayenges, famous vniucrſities, and 
infinite clerkes and lerned mens opini- 
ons, concurring with olde ancient cuſto- 
mes and vſages: and that ſyn our ſaui- 
our £huſtes one tyme, as we haue de- 
clared in this our pooꝛe treatiſe all redy 
foꝛ our parte. And an other thinge there 
is alſo / whiche we truſte ſhall cauſe you 
to gyue the leſſe credytte to who ſo cuer 
wolde maligne at this woke, whiche is 
this. That this woꝛke ſtandeth with ver 
tue and clennes. The whiche truthe all 
the contrary parte can nat denye . And 
therfoꝛe hit oughte rather to be embꝛa- 
ced. And doutleſſe the contrarye thereof 
is vyce and ynclennes,whiche oughtc vt- 
trely therfoze to be diſpyſed. And this 
ſure we are, that dyuers of the moſte re- 
uted perſonagec in lernynge, whiche ta 
th the the contrary part of that we do, 
auc 
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to men of great :that 
if this wereto be made 
matrimony they 


aduiſe any man to any ſuche . 
z A uche 
na 


they haue ſaid, as 

fins haue confeſſed ſo farre: this yr- 

on muſt kepe them within the liſt 
That thynge, whiche is 


ones nought in goddes lawe mozall : can 


neuer be good, but by his onely alowãce: 
as moſte parte of counſels generall and 


good outhors do determine. Wherfoꝛe 


thynke, that they verely confeſſed the ef- 
fecte of this our treatiſe. Yohiche if they 
nove contrary in woꝛde ot bede, oꝛ here- 

after ſhall: can not be well taken in in- 
different cares, but eſtemed to pꝛocede of 


to moche lyghtnes, oꝛ of ſuboꝛnynge, 02 
elles of to great affection and cleuynge 


ſo do, wer yttel creditte 
they » we rhutke ly ſhulde 


vnto it, noꝛ euer 


in thts they: ſo ſayenge, we maye well 


to they: owne opinion . Yoherfoze, ii 
that 
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ſhulde be gyuen vnto them. And we 
poubte not, but that your myndes and 
affections are ſuche to your moſt louyng 
pꝛince: that nowe ſyn ye knowe them, 
ſuche they: ſayenges ſhallnothynge hin- 
dre his well deſerued eſtimation amonge 
vu. And therfoꝛe eſte ſone we moſt har- 
tel pray vou gentyll reders, that nother 
Lntitre affection, noz yet malycious re- 
poꝛte, do hynder the acceptynge of this 
our treatiſe in your hartes and iugemen⸗ 
tes: otherwiſc than that if you had mat. 
tens to do beſott our pꝛince and his coũ- 
{ci!, ye wolac they ſhulde do in Your iuſte 
pctiiions and cauſcs. For you muſte re- 
membꝛe that Chꝛiſte commandeth vs, to 
do Is we wolde be done to. Where he 
tit ot ccc to other cinonge vs al: 
. 2c nat that moſte of all we obſerue 
1cmptt our moſt louynge pꝛince and 
craync 7 No dout but ſo wyllcth and 
man deth our ſauiour Ehuſt. In whom 
arge well moſte gentyll reders, euer to 
el ne and fauours 
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